[Clinical types of immunologic transplant reactions following perforating keratoplasty].
The incidence of allograft rejection was determined for 740 penetrating keratoplasties performed between 1980 and 1987. All 740 cases were followed up for at least 1 year. The reaction forms of allograft rejection were grouped according to biomicroscopic appearance. The incidence and progression of symptoms are described. Rejection types are subdivided into patients with favorable versus poor prognosis. Of the patients 37.9% demonstrated an immune response (including discrete forms). Clear reaction patterns within the two groups of patients became apparent when reaction variations were carefully differentiated. Epithelial immune reaction was found in 5.2%/10.5% and subepithelial infiltration in 1.7%/4.8% of the patients with favorable/poor prognosis. The largest disparity in frequency occurred in progressive endothelial reaction; 3.8% in patients with favorable versus 36.7% in patients with poor prognosis. Focal endothelial reactions occurred in both groups with comparable frequencies (14.1%/13.3%). The large percentage of immunological reactions, including late manifestations (approximately 12% after 1 year) and some with irreversible progression, warrants continuing efforts to treat and prevent this complication.